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WHICH IS THE 
SAFEST IV ACCESS 
AND BLOOD DRAW 

ACCESS?
 WHICH HAS THE 

LEAST 
COMPLICATIONS 

AND HIGHER 
QUALITY OF LIFE?



PORT-A-CATH PICC LINE

TWO COMMONLY USED CENTRAL VENOUS CATHETERS, 
PERIPHERALLY INSERTED CENTRAL VENOUS 

CATHETERS(PICC) AND PORT-A-CATH



MAKING 
CHANGES IN  

CPRS 
NURSES 
NOTES.



Revisions in the 
existing CPRS 
Nurses Note

Chart Reviews 
of all the 
patients 
coming to 
Infusion area 
from 
December2018-
April 2019

Track patients 
who will benefit 
from Port 
Placements(Ult
ra sound IV 
Placement 
patients)

Refer patients 
who needs Port 
placement to 
chemo 
providers

Patient 
education

Methods



RESULTS

Total Number of patients came to OMU with port from December 2018-
April=28
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Number of Port related infections-0

Overall Patient satisfaction-100%



NUMBER OF ‘PORT A – CATH’ PATIENT VISITS TO OMU: 28
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RESULTS

Number of Picc line patients came to OMU from December 2018-April 
2019=21
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NUMBER OF ‘PICC LINE PATIENT VISITS TO OMU: 21
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COST FACTORS

$665 for Port device
Imaging department and 

OMU staff time
Port needs monthly flush

Picc lines are placed 
anywhere in the hospital by  
Picc Team RN
X-Ray Expense.
Weekly Flush
Cap changes twice a week 
and after blood draws
Weekly dressing changes 
Treatment of complications.



Conclusion

Patient Satisfaction 
with Port: 100%

Infection Rate with 
Port: 0%



Recommendations / Next Steps

1. Referral
2. Patient Education
3. Track down patients requiring 

ultrasound IV Placements
4. Continue collecting data 



Limitations

1. Time –Extensive chart review
2. Lack of tracking system
3. Unable to track patients 

visiting different units
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