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-~!STORY OF THE OREGON NEUROPSYCHIATRI:C SOCIETY --TIIE ORGArHZATIONAL 'tEARS--. 
Av-.+rwr: p ,- s - .= ~~ a..,__.. f,:;.:.J. 1. 

The Oregon Neuropsychiatric Society was the brainchild of the late, revered 
I) 

Dr. La;trence Selling, affectionately knm·m by his associates as "Bud" Selling. 

He took it !.!,pon himself to call all the doctors in the Portland area \.,rho at 

that time we~e interested and specially trained in psychiatry, neurology and/or 

neurosurgery, ,pnd on Tuesday, March 29, 1938_ they gathered at Dr. Selling's 

home for an orgkizational meeting. So e-RthtJsia&t:k WQ.r-e--1.lllJ:L_o.f.__.the-----JH'9-5·p&---Hve 

members -that ·t-h~ -{S.:i-l-L-P-'1n t--o.n .and-.Mu-rr--a-y.-8-uffl-5-}--sl+owed up .a t---hi~ home the 

e~~---an.d. ..ca~l:lt-him-~i-n -M-s--e-a-t-4-r:obe-r .bu.t Bud's- graciousnes-s

was; equa·1 to the ch-a+l-eP.§e-,-'lR-d-a..~l-4.ghtf:ttt,---£-en-ve-r..s.a.u.oi1al .. e.v.e-ri-i-Ag-ensu-ee .... 
tit:.> . 

Those who attended t-R-e--organizational meeting ~isted il:1 the min~-es-

&f that meeti-ng-..ef. Mat cir 

James H. Huddleson, D.C. 

?9, 1938 were Or. La~ence Selling, Henry H. Dixon, 

Burkes, ~Jill iam C. P~to/. E. Murray Burns, Wendell 
u 

H. Hutchins, C.O. (Tony) Sturdevant and John Raaf. Ordinarily Dr. rtt;J.rlf 

J". Margaso/ would have been the~e.,but he ,,.,as av1ay at a special assignment in 

Boston. He was, however, automatically included as a charter member. At this 

first meeting other names were submitted for charter membership: Dr. David 

Baird, Dr. Olof Larsell, the superintenden~of the Oregon State Hospitals~ Dr. 

John C. Evans of Salem and Dr. Steiner of Pendleton.who~~s supgriAtend0 at af 

the !:astern Or ego1t 5-tate-+losp i tatr. Other names wer~ suggested_, but it was 

decided ..w4'5-e to keep the membership small during its developmental stage and 

to expand gradually. Thus the membership ~-Jas to be limited to 25 persons. It 

was decided to meet every two months and conduct the meetings in tl,e- r-e,r,ee::t4ve 

) members home~. The meetings would consist primarily of case presentations, 

formal papers, and review of neuropsychiatric literature. At this first meeting 

there wa$ a discussion of intraspinal injections of vitamins, particularly 

as it related to multiple sclerosis. The consensus was that there was insuff

icient rationale for this type of therapy. Dr. Burkes referred to his experience 

with giving hydrobromide. At this first meeting Dr. Selling acted as chairman 
<ft-

and Dr. Wendell Hutchens served as secretary. The second meeting was held at ,,._ 
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the home of Dr. D.C. Bu~~on May 26> 1938. By then the membership had 

expanded to include: Ors. Haskins, Dr. G.B. Haugen, W.K. Livingston, A.J. 
e-4.t\ .,'iw., ~ !!, ~!; r ·; iz, 

Mc~ and Dr. SWrri~ea. A constitution was introduced but not finalized. 
A S~ ~ 

A nominating committee of Ors. Burkes> Huddleston and Sturdevant submitted 

~lowing officers and names: President, Dr. Selling; Vice-President, 

Dr. Haskins; Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Wendell Hutchens. They were unanimously 
/\ 

accepted,and the officers were installed. Dr. John Raaf gave a report~ .,f-tk 

the ne~tt meeting of the Harvey Cushing Soci ety..Jand the need for a private 

care hospital for psychiatric patients in Portland was discussed. Dr. Carlson 

of Tacoma visited at this meeting as an outgrowth of his earlier invitation 

to this group to meet with the Washington organization. 

It was at the third meeting at the home of Dr. Dixon, on October 6, 1938 

that the constitution committee consisting of Ors. Hutchens, Burns and 

Sturdevant submitted its report. Until that time the organization had carried 

on the rather cumbersome name of The Oregon State Neuropso/1iatric Society, 

but the name was reduced to the Oregon Neuropsychiatric Society which 

has prevailed since that time. Case presentations were made by Ors. Raafa~J 

Burn,s,_ and Dr. John Evans was elected as a member. The evening terminated 
L~ 

on an unhappy note as Dr. M~ submitted his resignation as a member as a 

result of a quarrel with the Pathology Department at the Medical School. He 

died soon after this meeting. The next meeting was held at the home of Dr. 

Sturdevant presided over by Dr .. i'laskins in the absence of Dr. Selling. By 

~::~~ now Dr. Ray A 11 e was a member. New names for membership \'Jere presented 

including: Ors. Willi(m Griffith, Lester Beck, Howard Taylor, Dr. Ernst and 

Dr. Robert Long. It wa~ this meeting that expansionism·began in the Society. 

It was discussed and concluded that those of allied sciences should be 

included in membership and that we sho1ld not be too strict concerning 

psychological background. Dr. Margason, who had returned from Boston discussed ;z~~ J;jc;.v~.:>~J ~ 
~-gravis and o~. Hutchens ~eser~bij,(j suicide. The fifth meeting was 

~ " 
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\...e.4;l.(\ 

held on January 25, 1979 at the home of Merl Margason. Dr. Mo~•s film 

on 11The Adequate Neurological Examination" was shO\-Jn. A letter written by 

Dr. Huddleson to the editor of Northwest Medicine was read. This letter called 

attention to the fact that the Oregon Neuropsychiatric Society had been in 

existence for over a year prior to the institution of the North Pacific 

Society of Neurology and Psychiatry, a fact which apparently was unknown to 

Northwest Medicine. The nominating committee (now consisting of Ors. Hutchens, 
.Se.rtu<1U-

Margason and Mft•reo) submitted the names of Dr. Lester Beck of the Department 

of Psychology of the University of Oregon for Associate Membership, and he 

was accepted as such. The question of Associate and Active Membership by now 

was beginning to be considered an impractical differentiation. 

At the si1th meeting at the home of Dr. Haskins on March 30, 1939 an 

a111I1endment regarding election of members was submitted~but the final action 

was withheld. Dr. Burkes discussed the proposed psychiatric unit of the 

Hannemanl\(now Holladay Park) Hospital, and Dr. Beck sho'wed a movie on neurotic 

rats and another leetcr-e on hypnosis. 
Se,<<-·""~e.T 

The seventh meeting was held at the home of Dr. Surrea. The nominating 

committee submitted the following names for officers for the forthcoming year: 

Dr. Huddleson, President; Dr. Hutchens, Vice-President, Dr. Murray Burns, 

Secretary-Treasurer. Dr. Dixon reported on the American Psychiatric Association 

convention, and Dr. Selling reported on the American Neurological Association 
) 

J meeting. 

On September 28, 1939 the meeting was held at the University Club~ 

-w,iil,8' under the auspices of Dr. Huddleson. This was a new departure from the 

previo~s meetings held in members' homes and prompted Dr. Selling to observe 

the fact that at each previous meeting the after-meeting refreshments had 
("e~<J..~ts 

grown from a simple snack to elaborate r~ass, each entertaining member feeling 

it was his (or his wife's) duty to outdo those \olho had given the prior 

entertainment. A committee was chosen to look into possible meeting places 
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with each attending member contributing personally. On this occasion it 

was decided that any differentiation between associate and active membership 

was impractical, and the same was eliminated although an Honorary membership 

was continued. Total memberhsip was set at thirty. By now Bob Dow had 
beco"'«. 

returned to Portland,and he 9eg,afl an official member along with R. Yorke-

Herren. Horace Miller and William Griffith. 
t<e..ol\e. 

Dr. Roger~ had also become 

a member. The main part of the program was given by Or. Herren in a talk 

entitled "The Effect of Sectioning the Corpus C~llosum on Epileptic Seizures". 

The November 22, 1939 meeting was held at the Physician•~lv>om at the ......, 

Medical School. Or. Larsell presented the paper of the evening entitled "Recent 

Developments in the Study of the Cerebellum". This was discussed by Dr. Dow who 

had done oscillographic studies which confirmed Dr. Larsell's comparative anatomy 

studies. It was decided to continue holding the meetings at the Medical School 

and to consider forgoing the after-meeting refreshments. 

At the meeting on February l. 1940 Dr. Burkes reported on developments 

for a psychiatric wing in the Hannemann Hospital (now Holladay Park Hospital). 

Bob Dow presented the scientific pr1ram which was a demonstration of the 

cathode-ray oscillograph and discussed its applications mainly referring to 

synaptic studies. Dr. John C. Evans. Superintendent of the Oregon State 

Hospital and Dr. William F. Allen, professor of anatomy at the Medical School 

were proposed for and elected to Honorary Membership. At the next meeting 

on March 28. 1940 Henry Dixon discussed reactive depression in which he 

pointed out that such patients are subject to retrospective guilt. He felt 

that reactive depression results from a morbid compulsive state and that the 

depression from emotional exhaustion and therapy should be directed toward 
<Ji S<.J:!.~iov-. 

somatic rela,xation. 

controversial nature. 

The subject produced considerable d:i->Jersiet1 of a 

Except for the formal acceptance of Dr. William F. 
we.~e 

Allen and Dr. J.C. Evans as Honarary members, there~ no new organizational 

developments. 
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On May 23, 1940 the nominating comnittee consisting of Ors. Haskins, 

Raaf and Dow proposed the following: President, D.C. Burkes; Vice-President, 

Merl Margason; Secretary-Treasurer, Bill Panton. They were duly elected. 

The regular program was given by Or. Raaf who discussed the differential 

diagnosis between cervical cord and brachial plexus pathology built around a 
i 

case presentation. As a guest speaker, Dr. Donald Laird, procMologist, gave 
t 

a paper entitled "Proc~ologic Problems of Neuropsychiatric Interest". The 
If WA~ "' 
buck passed to the new administration to solve the problems of regular dues 

I\ 

and future meeting places and post-meeting refreshments. 

At the October 3, 1940 meeting an annual assessment of fifty cents per 

member was imposed. (In retrospect one can only be bewildered by what has 

happened to the value of the dollar). The paper of the evening was given by 
A..,,~u.~ 

Dr. John W. Evans on 110bjecti ve Tinnitus Q1i1dus". 

The next meeting of the 1940-1941 season (datef ~not~ recorded) 

continued to be held in the fhysicians' ~om at the Medical School. Dr. 

G.B. Haugen discussed electroencephalography including the historical back

ground and the apparatus and technique and described the variations and their 

significance as they existed at that time. No ne~-, administrative subjects were 

introduced. 


