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AMA reported that they will spend $2 million in legislative and political
activities in 1970 - most of it to AMPAC (American Medical Political Action Committee)

(169 of total budget).
Medical World News - 1/23/70

Ernest B, Howard, Executive Vice President of AMA, said the top priority
issue of our time is now the supply and demand imbalance in the health system,

Medical World News - 1/23/70

Proposed drug abuse legislation sponsored by Senator Thomas Dodd of
Connecticut gives the Department of Justice control over the rescarch and development
of a variety of mind-altering chemicals along with enforcement powers in the field of

narcotics and mind-altering drugs.
Newsweek - 3/30/70

There are twice as many surgeons in proportion to the population in the U, S,
as there are in England and Wales - and twice as many operations, Considering these
statistics in an article in The New England Journal of Medicine, John P, Bunker of the
Stanford University School of Medicine concludes that the major reason for the disparity
is the difference in the organization of medical care in the U. S, and in Britain, The U, S,
system may lead to an excess of surgeons in relation to the number of other physicians
and to the provision of "luxury’ surgery for the well-to-do at the expense of basic
medical care for poor people,

Scientific American - March, 1970

Help drain the keg! An informal physician - student session early Saturday
night, May 2, 5 p,m., at the Oregon Medical Association (2164 S. W, Park Place). All
students and physicians are invited.

"Out of the closets, into the streets!” The Militant Activist Gay Liberation
Front is now a reality. Contact J, Kramer, c/o Columbia University, New York,















[Life and Death

On March 18 and 19, a small but lively meeting was held at the new student
center at Willamette University. The title of the get-together was "'Life Control.....
Death Control, A Convocation on Medicine and Theology. " A group of seventy people -
a mixture of doctors, ministers, medical students, nurses and social workers -
listened to and discussed addresses mady by two provocative men, one a theologian and
one a psychiatrist. On the opening day ecach speaker gave an overview of the topic in
light of his own specific interests, Dr, Harvey Potthof, Professor of Christian Theology
at the Illiff School of Theology in Denver, probed the theological perspective of decision
making. He mainly stressed the difference between a life of meaning and a vegetable
existence, and he encouraged the medical profession to look at its problems of life
control and death control in view of this difference., Dr. Potthof also emphasized that a
truly human existence involved living a life of reason, which can only come about through
a process of development, In light of this view, he considered the controversial subject
of abortion,

Dr, Pattison, a graduate of the University of Oregon Medical School, is now a
Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Washington Medical School. In his opening
address, he looked at the non-theological aspect of morality and decision making, He
differentiated between guilt as an illogical influence on decision making, and conscience,
which is basic to mature decision making. According to Dr. Pattison, we have to
relativize our moral absolutes. Murder will always be wrong; but what, today, does
murder mean? Does it include abortion, negative euthanasia, positive euthanasia”? Or
has our society changed so that these can no longer be classed as "murderous’ practices?
These are the decision we must make, and once they are made, we must stick by then;
that is, we must absolutize our relatives., We must accept the responsibility of our
decisions without taking cither praise or blame. Dr. Pattison's final words in his first
address to the ministers and doctors was "don't cop out',

Both of the talks were springboards for a lot of frank discussion on the issues
of transplantation, abortion and cuthanasia, No solutions were found, but the problems
were finally aired and the ministers and doctors were surprised to find how much they

agreed with each other,
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