Tuberculosis Among Ex-service lien
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t+he covernment has found necegsgary for hospitalization and care of
thie +vpe of case from the time of the war up to the present times:
On October 6,1917, Congrese pasged t sr Risk Insurance Act. The
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provisions of this Act provided hospitsl csre for all digsbled
soldiers but made no provision for the eonstruction sf anv such
hospitsls. TUndue heste on the part of the soldiers in their desire
for discherpe snd severance of 2ll srmv ties nsmpered anv csre that
misht have been carrisd out in pre=existing militery hospitsils.

On Merch 5,1919, the U.S.P.H.S. was name sg sn sgency for
hogpltslization and csre of disebled coldiers. December 8, 1219
House document 48l provided nineteen hospitale for csre of tuberculons

cases with 8300 beds 2t 8 cost of 32,000,000, Other desirable features

to be served. These builldings were +to be c¢ rveds; they re to have
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As things worked ocut the TU. >.P.H.5. adopted two vnlans earlwy
,

in 1ts admlnietrsticn which proved subsequently to be unsstisfsctorv.

LEX-gervice men were given csre in their own locaslitiece in contract

o

hoepitels and the government psid so mueh per sgoldier to the owners

0

of th se hospitsls. The medical cere was generally mch as preveiled
1n the locality and surveye cshowed 1t in some casses to be efficient snd
others not.

The other method wse the enlergement of pre-sxicsting centon-

b

ments hospitels. On this cosst, there were two, one at Palo Alto, Cal.,

snd the other at Csmp Kerrv. These buildings were not suited to the

W

purpose, being leaky and draftv se most of thecge hastily put together
\ ¥ cath
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buildings were apt to be. There wae lsck of quarters for personnal.
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the physicians of the P.H.S8. were civilians, thev were free to
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leave at will snd did sgo when there were no housing fscilities for

mn

trheir femilies. The P.H.5. likewise had no enlisted versonnel snd o
the the cervice was hampered in this requecst.

At present the care of dicsbled vetersns is hsndled by the
U.S.Veterans Bureau, a specislly crested depsrtment for that purpose.
The U.Z.Veterans Bureau has under its supervision 57 hospitals with
17,5000 beds: 13,000 pstients, 5000 of whom zre tuberculous. Personnel

11,347; Physiclans 925 enc 1425 nurses. 4206 reconstruct-aides and 110

)

dietitians. 7The U.S5.V.B. maintains & medic2l examiner in each County

0]

and Psrigh.

The report of the Ngtional Hehabllitstion division of the
American Lepion's annual convention October 1923, rives s g neral
survey of theé hoepitsl sitvation. The U.S.Veterans Bu-esu P.H.S.
U.8.%.D. and U.3.Nevy mainteined in 1923 - 90 hospitels takings care
of 7481 tuberculous cacees of which 2252 ceces were in contract hospitsls
or 235, of tuberculocus cases.
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In regerd to the machinery for hospitslization of tuberculous
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esse may deveiop in after yvesrs, it becomes

ex=-gerviece men, 88 the di
a matter of importence toc ecstablish the etiological relstionship between

ease snd service. The government stetes thst hospitalizstion

[
m

the d

711l only e allowed to those cases which sare shown to be open cases

e

three: years subsequent to the Armistice. If not examined by a U.S.V.B.
doctor within the prescribed time by lsw, they must present sffidavits
bv 8 competent medical exsminer to the eifect that thev have been
exemined within the prescribed period and found to have an open casce
oi tuberculosis.

The Surgeon General's Report for 1922 in the P.H. bulletin
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1922 sums up the difficulties and needs of the Service in affecting
cures smong these soldiers. The mental attitude of fhe gcldier 1is
a hindrance. These people become restless and homesick and impstient
for quick cures. When they are at a distasnce from home trensportation
home is paid the first time and seems to éct a¢ an inducement to an
early dischasrge. Of 9200 discherged during the year 1922, 3132 were
discharged asgainst medical advice.

There are exacting and percsistent demsds made on the Service
by patiente friends snd relstlives for their removal to other climstes.

Northerners want to go South; Westerners desire to go East and the

ok

men in a high sltitude wants to go to the cosst. his is probably due
in a large part to the restlessness engendered by army life. Thie change

of climste is regarded today in the light of approved methods of

B
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tuberculosis treatment as obsolete.

The Service hss been hempered by the lack of adequate knowledge
snd deficient instruction in treatment of tuberculosis in the modern
medical school. Army schools in trestment of tuberculosis conducted by

Colonel George E.Bushnel, Oleen,N.C. provided a nacleus of competent
£ €13, T

1de

physiciens. Every tuberculosis hospital must give the entire personnel

a course in tuberculosis, its treatment and diagnoéis. Ignorancé of

tuberculosis has largely been fostered by the pernicious habit of turning

tuberculougspatients from the doors of general hospitsls and consequently

the ignorance of the averspge doctor in matters of tuberculosis treatment.
The tuberculous case after examination i1s admitted routinely

into any medicsl or surgical hospital of the P.H.S. which maintains wards

for such patients and these act as clearing houses from which the men are

sent to the tuberculosis hosgpital nesrest at hand. An inspeciton tour
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undertaken by five doctors for the Hationsl Tuberculosis 4Associestion
t0 see whether grounds for criticism of the government care of
tuberculous pstients are justified, brought out certsin facts. The
ghortcomings were lack of hospifals, ssnsteris and poor csre given to
those turned down by the drasft. There is a general lesc of properly
trained physiciens éWd nurges for this tppe of cage, which the Americen
Sanatorium Association msintaine to be three times as irmerstive as
climste, buildinge and sitee for the care ol thnese casees.

some of the Institutions sre too large renging from 566-1000
beds, to obtain maximum efficiency to the individual csse. It is
difficult to find satisfactorvy commanding officers, so s number of
smgller more efficient hospitesls zre impossible. The asuthor suggecsts
an expedient to develop sulficient personnel, that is, by throwing
21l the responsibility on esch ward surgeon and making him both
administrative as well sc wmedicel hesd of his ward. A better nursing
etaff ie ne~ded and can chly be developed by co-operation between
phveician and nurse snd s healthler environment about these hospitale.
There rmust be more discipline ancd regulation of the petients habits.
He calls attention to the fact that the patierts hsve tco much tobacco,
too much liquor, too much monevy. The latter gives too much. freedom and

demoralizes discipline, whicli 1s an sbsolute requiscite to a well-ordered

-

sanatorium and to the recoverv of the = tients. The suthor states the
problem of treating tuberculosis in government hospitsle will cover the

next twenty vesrs.
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