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HISIORY OF DISTRICT KUWBER 1,
OREGON STATE GRADUATE HURSES' ASSOCIATIUN

With Prel:minary distorvy of the Good Samaritan Alumnae Association

Where we find people living in groups, whatev:sr the group basis
uvon which they live, we find habitual, set and highly concenirized be-
havior. The more complex the grouo organizati.n becomes, the more signifi-
cant routinized behavior becomes.

Thus the graduate nurse, being sent out from the hosweital into a
chaotic grous of trained, semi-trained and untrained workers all struggling
for employment found that in order to maintain her identity, she must in
some way have a recognized group as her advisor. As more and more nurses
were gradnated and manv migrated to fresher fields, the need of some
authorized group as counsel was felt. It began to seom that the standards
of the nurse herself would be jeovardized if she was to depend upon those
from other vrofessions to advise her. After leaving her hospital she
must cope unaided with many new and difficult situations. Furthermore
the untrained verson very soon attempted to pose as itrained nurses at the
expense of the public and to the detriment of the tualified trained
niurse.

These two »roblems were matters of much discussion and English
nurses attempted to cope with them first. Many felt that the problem of
registering graduate nurses was An employment agency problem =2nd wss the
sole problem of the hospitesl. Such strong opinions were aired that two
groups were formed so that today there are two separate British organi-

zations.



The objectives of “he Dritish Nurses Association, officinily
organized in 1R%2 by lrs, Bedford Fenwick, are fundemental in every
nrrses organization, although drastic strides have been made since that
time. Thesce three objectives weres

le To unite all qualified 3British Nurses in membership

of & recognized profession.
% To provide for their registration on terns satisfoc-
torv to phvscians and surgeons as evidence of their having
received sustenptic training.
3, To associate them for mmtual help and protection
and for the advancement in every way of thelr professional
worke
When less than ten years later there was formed in our own
country, the "Wurse's Associated Alumnae of +the T'nited States and
Canada'", which later divkded and the American branch became the Anm-
erican Nurses Associations many difficnliies encountered bv the for-
mation of the British Nurses Assoclation were avoideds This organiz-
ption was n logical step forward for the nurses of that day, even
though more than two hundred years after the first hospital was built
on American soile Our national organiz-iion came into heing as an
answer to a prefessional need vital to the protection and growth of
arrsing and mirsing standards in the United Statess So rapidly did
standards and needs chunge that in 1909 the Nurses Associcted Alumnae
wa.s chinged to the American Nurses Associsiion.

As is true in the rapid growth of anv professional orgeaniz-

ation vitallv interested in rendering a service to humanity, the Am-



erican Murse's Association has had to change many technical details in
its organization from time to t me to keep apace with the times. Thus
in 1916 drastic changes were made wherein nurses became members of this
grovp by payment of their dues through their alumnae. The alumnse in
turn to pay to the loc=:l district which pays to the State organization
and then to the Nationals A history of one Alumnae Assocdation is given
so that the growth of a basic group can be understood.
Although +he Good Samariten Hospital was in existence many
years prior to the seriod of its develpoment of a training school, it
took an Tastern nurse with a vision of the possibilitikes of our beautiful
western county to really begin the education of nurses. Kiss Emily L.
Loveridge, & recent graduate from Bellevue hospital of New York City,
was brouzht out herefor that purposes. She was the third groduate nurse
4o arrive in Oregon and it was with some difficulty that she located the
hospital which was 4 tvated six blocks beyond the end of the horse car
trobleye Tms in 1890 a training school for nurses was opened with twelve
gstudents. After working twelve and fourteen hours in the hospital, the
drudgerv of classes were willing attended under the inspiring leadership
of their beloved intructress. Since that time students from this school
h-ve traveled far and manv have distinguished themselves in various manners.
Tt —as not until 1915 that a need was felt for a local Alumnae
organization and again this need was pointed out Dy iliss Loveridge. There
seems to be something pecularly interesting about the minntes of o new org-
anization., The carefulness of detain in their composition sets the re-der

4o day dreaming about the enthusiasm thrt has voiced their need, liany



gubsequent meetings call for considerable ingannity on the part of their
leaders to maintain any enthusiasm whatever but not -o with the first meet-
inge Thise of us Who come after sometimes read thoss "First minvtes" with

envy and wonder just what has been 1Ost during the ‘ntervening years that
has killed this spontaneous respornses

Tt mi ht be interesting to quote from the m'nutes of the first
meeting of this Alumnre Aissocim®ion. They aro self explanztory -nd form
a good picture of the proceedings:

"on the afternoon of iarch 25th (1915) at the Nur«efs

Home the graduates of “he Good Jamaritan Hospital as embled

to0 organize an Alnmn~e Associlntion.

The meetin; was cailed to order by liss Loverid: e and
opened with an informal address wherein she stated the

purpose and advantages of such an organizati 'm.

liiss Velch was elected President and took charge of
the meeting and iliss Hume was clected tenporary secretary.

1isu Loverid_ e and liss Jolly were elected Honorary
members.

T+o commithtees were then voted upon and ras:ed, nunely,

o Committee of Parliamentary Laws and an TGxecutive Coruittee.

ihe meeting was followed by a tea."

Tt is interesting io note that this move was itaken just a
year prior to the convention of “he American Nurse's Associntion, held
in New Orleans in 1916, —when a plan was proposed for the re~orgsnization

dues
of the A,}.A., changing the Torm of membership froi direet poyment)to

the A.lleAs to itz »Dresent forme Now a menber must pay thru their



Alumnee ~nd autom tic:lf%%%ec mes o nember of %2:;% District, 3t te =and
llationsl org nizationsy by the “nclusicn of these dues in one payment .

he next mesting w=s held in May anc By-laws accepted vhich
have been in use and but recently changeds Further the membership —ms so
sm~11l at first that roll call vas a procesc of every meetings lLieetings
were not held agnin until in tlie falle Tt seems as though the mein int-
erest of tlhe Association bes’des meet ng routinely ~as “he philanthropic
work ~hich “her Wery quickly bec:me engnzed ine Sewin; after “he adjourn-
~ent o7 the eet’ngs as well as extr. even'nise. At the end of The {irst
vear tlieve was a well orgunized group with very de’‘nite objectives of
rendering & Communl.ty Jervice.

lay 1915, Csrrie Alice Joseph e elected President. 3lie very
ably survived two terms durin_ vhich tine it ms decided to vote upon
the menhe ship qualific tions of each grodunting class and invite them
to join tle aAs=zoci . ti ne The roll rapidly prew until according to = not-
ation of Octobery 1715, there were 150 members. A very comiendable achieve-
ment during this tisze wes She joininZ of +lle Oregon 3tnte Groduate Nurse's
Assoc’ation by *he Alumn-e in a body, on July o, 1917,

Along about January 1918 the que=ztion of fees came up and this
question was referrsd to their board and exscutive commiitee for a study
with the suggestion that a report be made at tlie next uset’ngs In February
191R, the following list of fees were presented and aceepted by “he zroups

+5 per day for all hogpital cases except obsteirics,
Tf the baby was included ;1 extra vas charged.
J4 per dav in the lome

35 per day for obstetrics in the home



;5 per day for quarantine
Hourlv=3l for the first hour and 50¢ for each additi mnal
hour.
w5 ner doy for delerium tremens and i-olated tubebculosis
35 for the same in the home,
The * o latter fees were dec’ded upon e® the lnrch meetings Ti
is interesting to note thnt tlie Assoc’etion at this tine a~ssumed more pover
to legielate in the matters of fees etcs than it does at presents Probabl-

4

bec~use the organizations were notv as strong =s thev are now =nd ther=Ilore
il s not noted that they were legislating in moitters only delegated to
State Assoc’~tions

May 171C, Zdna Fohle was elected to the Prosidencve Ly this tine
the majority of members were enlisted in the Torld ar end +ith the influenza
epicenic razing i% was thoigh” besi to postpone nmeetings indef nitel: os
averyone o8 woriing nmusually long hours and ere too fatigned to attend
meetingse. Lesldes the malter of seng for the pours everyone 'ns enzyad
in Red COross sedng fo; the sold@lierse do that April =nd lLav 1919 vere tho
onlv neetings over vhich lLigs Pohle presided.

Jith “he return of mirses from *he ar, it was agnin felt that
orgonizotisa activities mi_ht be t-lien une Tn the spring of 1219 !iss Duke
w.s oclected Prosidents lLiectings were chinged from affternoon *o even'ng and
an entertainment for the gradustion closs was held for the cl sz of 1920,
This hre since becoie an nnnmnl evente.

Law 1020 ldiss Rnbv Taerv (Zuckle) wes elsocted President an’ served

until Janunrv 1924, During 1720 the gquestion of shorter hours for nnr:

s (. .scugsed and ilere g much t21lk of 12 hour dutve This slso led to



discussion regardin: the Jentral Rcristrye At fhis time The vegistry operated
w Lr-. Genevieve Kidd vas the only one in existence in Portland. Tn Janu ry
1822 the {iscal vear was changed o that of tlie calend~r vesr. Tn Lay 1927, afioer
District 71 had been org nizeds it —as expl-ined to the group that the Oregon
St=te Groadu-te Murse's Ascociction rould only Told annual meetin s but that
the district o 1¢ liold montiily meetings which would be well to attend, Alzn
three cdelegates were slected wo attend the Americin Nurse' Associ~i on cone~
vention wh.ch et in Jeattle thet ve re

Jonuarv 1924, Liss Alvild _larnes, Juperin‘endent of MNirsese
glected Presidents During thls time he dlscuz-ion of fees consumed sonzid-
erable times An educ:t.onul lecture given this year is particularyl inter-
gstinge Dre Harold C. Bean gave a lecture on "Tnsulin" & st r+lingly ne
discoveryv vhich has since me nt the lives of thousand s of people.

Jonu - ry 1975, Liss Cecelin 3Bast, Night Supervisor, vns elected
’resident and apparently served an eneveniful term.

Jonverv 1926, Ligs Hazel Isakson was elected Lo ~erve one term.
In the fall of this wvear swbjects were discussed which could be nsed as ed-
nentional material for meetings such as lectures etc.

Janvary 1927, lirse largaret Richirdson was elected President.
" This honor was pecularly fitiing as she was among these of the first grad-
nating class of 1992, The grading comniittee had begun work =nd the As -
ociation voted to five the sum of five dollars annuglly for five years
toward this work.

Jenuarv 1728, ligs Helen kuzzv, Anesthetist, 'ms elected hut left
very shortly lor 3-n Francisco and her term was finished by the Vice~President,

Lirse Blos om Prices During the pxast three years considerable discus ion



had heen held about endovin_ a bed for sick nurses to be called the IZmily
L. Loveridge Indowed Beds At this time it was rerorted th 1t $1000 had been
put into the treas:ry of this fund and $1490 pledged. Nothing further has
been done about thise lLigs Loveridge was made an active member off the
Association this year alse. The Board of Trustees gave her a diploma from
the training schood in recognition of her long years of szervice. It was
with a gre -t deal of sleasure that the Alumn e was able to claim her as an
active member. L&te in the year, thru o misundershanding of the value of
a re-registration law, the association moved %o advise the (.85.GelesAe of
their disapproval of this legislatione

January 1929, lisc llayvmd Kubi, Aissistand Superintendent of the
Hospital, ms elected President. One meeting this year was held at the
Hung Far Low rsstanrant, the hostes Iiss Lillian Leonghs has since gone
to China =nd distinguished herself for service there. A history of the
Alnmnae Assoclation was given by an early graduate, Mis Rourke, Iin-
fortunately this paper canmnot be found for there must be much of interest
thet 1s not in the early minutess Earlv in this vear Miss Kubi married
and left the city and her term was finished bv lMiss Julia McFadden. the
Vice~President.

Janvary 1930, Mrs Bell G, Badley, Superinteddent of the Training
Bchool, was elected to the Presidency, Standard uniforms were discussed
by a minority so never were adopteds Our beloved iliss Loveridge retired
and a beautiful fox scarf was given her by the Associations During her
fortybsfive years of service she had built the institntion from a small frame
building of a few beds to a modern hospital with a four hundred bed capacity,

and a iraining school of one hundred twenty-five nurses. liss Sarolyn Davis,



the new Superintendent, was introduced to our group and a motion wrs made
to invite her to attend meetings as a guest whenever it were possible,
During this year & treat was in store for this group. HMiss York, an
elderly IEnglish nurse residing Portland, who had know Florence Nightingale
talked to us ~nd showed us letlters that she had received from her when
childe A new venture of the state organiz tion, T"he Orezgon Nurse, was dis-
ciissed and its support ucgently =sked.

January 1931, Liss Lillien Tracy, supervisore vas elected and
served two termse. Tn the beginning of this year discussion was brou ht
regarding an award to be given to a member of the graduating class of the
traiving school. Tt w s decided to give twenty~five dollars to the Hurse
representing the best qualifications and idemls a nurse should possess, the
nurse 1o be chosen by her classmates. This gift has been given annually
since th t times. The demand for priv te duty nurses became lessened with
the depression and eight hour duty was being discussed as a means of nore
digtibution of works A relief fund was created to provide work for the
nurse who needed employment =s well -s to give care to the patient who
needed =pecial nursing care very brdly and could not afford it. The
following vear the discussion of ei ht hour duiy reached the point where
optional shortened hours was approved which of course was never done,

January 1933, lLirse Aileen llorelmnd, A-ray technician of the
hospital was eleclied and still remains in the chair, Much has been done
to revive the organization in this t7me and it has been huild up to the
extent that iis membe~s &re active in local as Wellﬁ\aa st .te activities.
During the early part of th.s year the death of a heloved physci n shocked
the entire organization, Dr. J.0.0. Wiley who was ever ready %o befriend

a nurze passed avay and his loss was deeply felt. Another staff physcian,
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Dre Guy Strohm, who ms » pntient in the hospital for some tine, nledged
the sum of seventy-iive dollars monthly fto be used for the care of any sick
graduate nurse. This guesture was in appreciation of tl.e care which he

received while in %hs hospital. "hile this was carried on for the »eriod
of two years and not manv demsnds were made for this courtesy, still the
spirit in hich 1t was given vas gre tly =2pprecinted.

In 1933 an officinl deleg=te was sent to Iledford to ~ttend the
anmal Oreogon Sta’e Graduste Nur<es 4s ocintion convention. Then next
spring the presicent was sent to Tashigton D.J. to “ttend the bienniel
convention of the American Nu-ses Associ:ticne.

ey 1934, & plac ue was dediceted to our beloved 1is: Emily L.
Loveridze with the follovinz inscription:

e
“J

Znily Lemoine Loveridze
Onr lining inspiraticn, guide and counsellor,
Jey the Good Sumariten Alumnae As ocia ion,
dedicate this token with love n~nd devotion,
"God set upon her lips a song
And pliced ¢ 1-mp in her hande"
This placque was nlaced in a prominate »dl .ce ‘n tle hospitel, A besut_ful
guest book vas given her which she promptly had everyone write in vwho were
prosents The majority of the physciuns and surgeons who had woried with her
many vears were present as well =s menv of her "children", and many, nany
persontl friends.

Tn *he fall of 1°34, ei 't hour duty seemed paramoun® ‘n dis-

cussions This pro rgm had been ap roved and prouoted by the dictrict and
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the difficulties in its wirkability were Zr=atly discussedas

Tn the soring of 1935 = card narty wa%held ©o rezlenish the fund
of *the Good 3anaritan Alumnae Rellef unds The rizes were donated hy leud-
ing merchants in tom, a st;le shov was ziven by Charle=s F. Dergs md the
party very well atltended.

In orgnnization the next sten iz the local distriet to vhich the
Alumnae Associztions are resnionsible for epproval of =zctivites and juicdence.
The District in wurn Deco es r.=jsonsible to the Orcogcen 3tate Sraduste lur-o-

As-ocirtion, the litter to "le Americ n lur-es &scoci tion ~nd the officers
of this =nd othur notiom-1 org :iza®l 2¢ cowprise the Internati mal Jongre:s
of llursese In 6 Ancricon llurses Assoclation lie Stale associz ion beco es
the Ldgialative bodya

For mony Jears in Ore. n,nurses seened to Te concenir ted in and
around Portlond so it seeed thot =1l strte wetiviiies were carried on here.
Howrever with ndditional {rainin_g schools 11 over tlie stats -nd problous

arrses it n found thet dlstrict aetivities rero

oW

rising rcegarding the

being carriad on by the stals naoocintiona

Thus ‘n 1722 District _umber One = orgrnized and Jone Allen
was elecled Iresilents the next year, 1923-1784, .wflnz I'cDonald =erved
as predident 2nd *le followin  wyenr, 1°74-19°5, 145+ Elizabeth Treeman
serveds IrTom 1225 to 1920 ilis= llannie unson ected 2o nHres dent =nd
from 1970 to 1227 lirz. Huby Zmery Buckle was president. During
terms much -e develope’ wliielh mode the org mizalion permanect -nd the
identity of the districet me est Dlislind.

lay 1927, ITse Eelen Jackson Dan hart was elected nd served as
President for two tormse. During thls time the Nurses 0ffici-1l Hezistry

wes rioved from “he Americ:n Apartments to "he liayer Building and stenographic
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service wa: Hartially »Haid for by ihe cistrict, to tha amount of (15 per
mnonthe Also equipment which was necessar; for the development of aur om
organization as well s that of tlie O«3+Gellefie was purchased and the distric?
paid £ fty dollars toward the purchuse of a multographs

The membershiip of the orgunizatim ~we & 1t up nd int rest avak-
ened as to the need for it. Hducctionsl prorrans were iiven ati avery meeting
end rvere well attendeds he ‘icstrict slterns ed with ~he Lea ue of [urccing
ducction as to projroiic,

Tn 1999 ! r-, Vnrtha Sheridon Denedict was electsd i —erved tvo

+ternse The e etill much zonfision as o tlie metivities of “he disirich
and the astale organizatlione The Irses CfTicial Reglstry was feli ‘o

= o

purily a locsl project and ihis vne o Tie turned over to tle districtes TH

ng ons of "he first dubtiss of Te Cr g u Jto e Graduate liurses 4s oci %ion':
nerly elec-ed Bxecut ve Jec etory to re~org nize tiie regi-try nd turn it
“otricte TFinancisllw it s runnin. behind c nolantly mnd needed

rh .

40 be put on = bud nes; basis. Iluch credit was piven %o those vho fook this

)

obhky project into their homes to sitart ithis service in ihe [irst places
T4 ~ns necezsrv “het it be or_ nized so tlnt 1% il 5t be expunded znd a
ne Hersonell v2s selecteds Tn orcer o accep® “he respo =ibili-<w of
a project the di-trict hod to becore acorpornied under e luvs of Crocon
hich =ns done “n JTonmmoary 19720,

Tn 1931 “he "irzt ‘elem . es were sent to She Americon Imr:
As ociation Convention Tlch mg 4oldl in lHlvaukee, lscolusine Lrs. Sooedict
and lirs. 2an_kort vere sent,

Loy 13731, Liiss larv 3, Ganpbell vns sloec ed Frosident -nd served
two terms. The by-laws were amended during this % » (ne outsianiing

event wie the nstituts whath s sponsered Tw tha dislricte lilss loe



wennedy conducted “le Tnstitute. Anotler important event wo: the orjonizaticon
nf o Friv.te Mty 3ec’ion. The President -mns sent to thic Juauric n Ivrses
Jouvaenton held vl 3an An*onloy Tex~s in 17737
a7 1033 4o Wav 1935 Lis: lopc Ae Bro’w served as Pre-i.emtsa During
this + me an .nstitute wac ssonsored =mnmunlly for educntisnsl purposets
Tmrses were feeliny “ke el ecls of “he dedre:sion move 2:dmore ond it 3 felt
thet the orgamization should do sorething for vhese nmnrsese Ihe subjects sub-
aitted wers vary _ensral in tloir Zleld but were very well ~nd olly _iven
nd sroved of vost edu01ti nl volues Whe cecond voor the nsiitute s
divided up among %lie Prive e Tuly Sectlon, tle Pulide Ilenlhl: Imrses i Lo
Le: e of Imrsing Bduc tione Thus there wis somethig of -uterest for sll
concernzd. Ihe Presidents of e-ch di=iriet in Oregon have ench y “r received
n invit tion for themzclves nd moubers Yo e the guest of Disirici H
henever they ii~ht be in Po-tloud on 2nv of these dates,
e -re-ident s sen’ tlie tlie A.ll.he. Bienaniel Jonvention in
mshington D.Ce. in 1934,
At the beginninz of the surmer of 1934, oi Lt honr cuty vas worked
upon by an alle comittees These versons met inilvidrally 'nd collectivelv

1

vAth nurses, physcians, hospital znd tr ining directorss luch tine and

offort -~ s snent on this nrogram and in the live sumer, eiph® hour duty for
private duty nurses was Tosboliled in ihe ho-pitalse However it took seversl
months of persisient effort belore this 'rogram vas effeciive ~nd wuliable to
paticnt, shyscicon -nd nurse. Nurses see ed o think that & fer oflicers:
were “he o~ganlzution »nd it w s not until it was mnde clear to them thet
only “hrouch their desire and co-oneration could this program be mn’e

success did it eventu 1y beco e workoble and The diccussion gradially

stopned.

P



fhe dis ric hn at 211 t nes onde-voredto neet the stand:rd
ol Americon Imrses Ascoci~tion in developing vhatevesr phases of mursing
—ere advantageous to tlie drofersion. 1Thils 1. st yeszr tiere 1 s been
grwoing dissention in *he ranks of tlie general stoff duty sroupe The
haspit-1s n an effort to cut dom ‘hzir tr-i ‘ng school .nd raise educ-
gtioncl stendards of thei: students found the need for niditional nu-sing
care for their -atlents., Further nnrses Zound that patients were not able
to afleérc the serv ces of a prive e duty nurze, <hey thersfore found i3
mitnally advont geous to meet the need of the hospital for whatever zkarxy
salarv the hospit .l could pay. Lhey gave jenerously of their tine T skill.
However they be; n to feel -fter some 1ime, the need for mo'e adequate re-
rmneration so that planned recreat . on .nd ednetion nizht again be resumed.
There was no place to discuss tlleze guestions and District A with the
gpproval of ‘he Oregon 3tate Graduate Aszoc .tion formed a Staff Dutv MNursing
Jectione We find now that thi: is the only zection of its kind within the
American Nurses associations

At pre-ent there are four Alumm=me Associntions within District
Number Ones St. Vincents, Good Samaritans Multnomah Coun®y ~nd Zmanucl.

The territory includes five coun’ies, Clackamas, Columbin, /zshington, Yomhill
and Inltnomah.

In the pi.at thi- organization has endeavored to meet the needs of
gradwate nurses locally in whatever manner w s necessarye The future district
willy, T am suree do the same vith an ever increasing program. Tt is to be
hoped that the long hoped for inlegration into commnitv service be developed
and recognized as the goal Tor which we ~re now striving. Rach of us who have

se~ved have attempted to make our link in this chein firm and secure so th-+
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those tho follwr will not have to retrace and rebuild that which it
has besn our duty Lo perm=nently construct.

30 long as each lesuder maintains the st ndard that the founder
of our own United States kept we are safe. To quoie from Geroge .ashington,
*Tf to please the peopley we offer what we ourselves disapprove, how cam
e afterwards defend our work? Let us raise a standard to whaihthe wise
and the just can repairs The event is in the hand of God." The Beginning
of our noble profession was in the hand of God and let us strive to uphold

the standards and ideals of iits founders,
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