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Background

* Dr. Laurence Selling (Figure 1A), the noted neurologist and
emeritus professor of medicine at the University of Oregon
Medical School.

 Was educated at Johns Hopkins and extensively in Europe,
then returned to Portland in 1912 to open his own clinic in
the Selling Building (Figure 1B).

 Made detailed reports of his first 100 cases (now held in
the OHSU Archives) that allow investigation into diagnostic
reasoning, historic diagnoses, and trends in treatments.

Past Diaghoses and Treatments &

Current Correlates

« Diagnoses and treatments wax and wane over time (Figure
4) dependent on advances in medicine, number of journal
(3PP xm ¥ N ull” articles, advertisements (Figure 5A), and other influences on
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Yary . | » Chlorosis. Recognized for 400 years until falling out of
favor in the 1920s. Considered related to both iron
deficiency anemia and anorexia nervosa. Selling treated
successfully with iron pills and a stay “in [the] country.”
» Dementia Praecox. Later known as schizophrenia. Selling
studied under and conversed with Adolf Meyer, the
psychiatrist who developed a biopsychosocial theory of

Studies in Diaghostic Reasoning
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(B) Case 40 (1912) of the First 100 Cases. Note the
similarities in organization.

consistency."

potential for a Human Dx-type app built of historic data.

satisfied; grows quiet or goes to sleep. When the m,f

- When a child is hungry it cries; give it food it is
are hungry they pain; that is their cry for blood—blood that is rich and red—that brings them food, that mour |

ism them and gives them strength, steadiness and rest. No pain is harder to bear. Pain kills some peopwff
it wears them out; it saps their strength until it leaves them a mental, physical and nervous wreck. “No%vhé&‘
M et h O d O I O y in a1l its happy range are the splendid effects of Dr. A. W. Chase’s Nerve Pills better seen than in these cases,
giving as jthﬂ' do |i:o the blood all that makes it rich and pure. Strong in Its power to nourish these crying, pah-
ful, hungry nerves back into their natural state again, strong, steady, quiet, and free from pain. gl
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and pressure in the stomach after eat-
ing and at night I did not rest well.
I got some of Dr. A. W. Chase's Nerve
Pills at Mummery's drug store and
though I used but one box I felt they
touched the right spot and have done
me a great deal of good and I cam

history, laboratory tests, diagnosis, and treatments. vmmery s e vt oy 3

did me a great deal of good relieving
the distressing headaches that had

« Cases selected for historical interest and ability to  Rewafiaia s
comment on change in diagnosis over time. T
 Primary objective was to research Selling’s diagnostic
technique both in and out of context.

recommend them.”
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This shaped box—no other

LWARE OF IMITATIONS  Signarure and portrait of Dr. A. W. Chase on each box of
ine. For sale by dealers, 50 cents a box. or Dr. A. W. Chase Medicine Co, 257 Washing-;_

Buffalo, N. Y. For Sale at Mummery’s Drug Store. . :
Figure 5. Widely different treatments in (A) stereotypic snake oil advertisement of 1902
(aadl.org) and (B) early meningitis antitoxin circa 1929 (si.org).
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