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Objectives

•Why?  Context of AI/AN healers 

•What?  Wy’east and the Northwest 
Native American Center of Excellence 

•How?  Steps on Pathway  
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AAMC Data Warehouse: Applicant and Matriculant File as of 10/14/2014
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AAMC Data Warehouse, October 2018 – Acosta, D. Et Al. Reshaping the Journey: American Indians & Alaska Natives in Medicine

U . S .  M E D I C A L  S C H O O L S  W I T H O U T  A I /A N  S T U D E N T S



Health Disparities and Invisibility



The Northwest Native American 
Center of Excellence (NNACoE) 

works to sustainably address the 
health care needs of all people by 

increasing the number of AI/ANs in 
the U.S. health professions workforce.







Wy’east Post-Baccalaureate Pathway

• Increase number of 
AI/AN medical 
students
•Create community
• Foster academic 

success



Pathway Overview



Indigenous Health & Wellness

• Strength ceremony
• Faculty-led book club
•Regional AI/AN 

community events
•Campus garden
•Completion Blanket 

Ceremony



Wy’east Faculty



Wy’east Cohort 3 : 2020 – 2021 
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