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legacy'adds EMRs,
funds Doc participation

legacy Health System goes all-electronic;

offers financial incentive to physicians

By Cliff Collins
for The Scribe

Legacy Health System’s hos-
pitals and clinics are going com-
pletely electronic, while
| #tthe same time giving

physicians the chance
' lojoin the party.
By September, all
legacy hospitals should
nave in place and op-
| eating an electronic
| medical records sys-

fem, according to Jon Hersen,
’Legacy’s acting.vice president
| ofinformation services.

‘We've taken a hospital-at-a-
time approach,” he said. Salm-
on Creek Medical Center in
Washington
was the first
Legacy hospi-
tal to take the
plunge, main-
ly because
that hospi-
tal had used
EMRs since it
fist opened, albeit with a differ-
it brand than what Legacy is
tmploying now, which is made

by Epic Systems Corp.

Epic makes software for mid-
size and large medical groups,
hospitals and integrated health
care organizations, and also was
the choice of other major
health systems such as
Kaiser Permanente, Ore-
gon Health & Science Uni-
versity and Providence
Health & Services.
Legacy’s time line
for implementa-
R tion began with
¥ Salmon Creek last
November, Hersen said. From
there, EMRs should be installed
at Emanuel Medical Center in
April, Good Samaritan in June,
Meridian Park in August and
Mount Hood Medical Center in
September.

Moreover, a month before each
hospital goes on the system,
medical clinics of Legacy-em-
ployed doctors and staff will have
installed and activated electronic
records, as well. Earlier this year,
Emanuel-affiliated clinics were up
and running EMRs, he said.

Hersen, who has been on the
job for a year, said the project was

well on its way when he arrived.
“Overall, it has been a successful
implementation” so far, he said.
“But certainly not without chal-
lenges, with the size, scope and
complexity of this project. We
continue to proceed on track and
on time.”

Acquisition, training and imple-
mentation are complex, and also
highly expensive. In March 2008,
after Dick Gibson, MD, PhD, Leg-

Survey shows Americans support
quality end-of-life, palliative care

A national poll found that more
than 70 percent of Americans be-
lieve enhancing the quality of life
should be a priority at the end of
life. The survey, co-sponsored by
The Regence Foundation and Na-
tional Journal, showed majorities
also want open public dialogue
end-of-life care, including pallia-

tive care.
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acy’s former chief information of-
ficer, recommended that Legacy
switch from EMRs made by Cern-
er Corp. to Epic, Legacy estimated
that the Epic project’s total costs
would be $10 million over several
years, the Portland Business Jour-
nal reported at the time.

Three years later, Legacy of-
ficials’ estimate now run more
than 10 times that amount: Full
implementation, including train-
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Technglbgy Focus

Portland-area doctors now can offer pa-
tients a precise means of knee resurfacing
that preserves healthy tissue and a normal
feel not possible with total-knee replace-
ment. The technological advance that allows
this is medicine’s first robotic-arm system for
orthopedic surgery - a procedure known as
MAKOplasty, available at Legacy Meridian
Park Medical Center.
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ing, consultation and technology,
will exceed $100 million. Legacy is
paying for the Epic project out of
cash flows from operations and
cash reserves.

Helping doctors take the leap
Some physicians and other staff

have used electronic records for

several years now, so they prob-

See EMR/Page 3

Project Access NOW thanks
local physicians for donated time

Project Access NOW has the
honor of coordinating the donated
care offered by more than 2,800
healthcare provider volunteers
across the Portland Metropolitan
Area who have donated over $16
million worth of medical charges
in 2010.
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The effect of inflammation
on morphology: a case study

EPICIMAGING.COM CALL CENTRALIZED SCHEDULING AT 503.253.1105

HISTORY: Claustrophobic 58
year old female with gradual onset
of acute, sharp, burning pain in the
right lower back and right hip over
3 days following normal exercise
routine and antalgic gait favoring
her right. 10/10 on the pain scale.

PROCEDURE: Images of

the lumbar spine were acquired

at EPIC’s Hall/Nimbus facility
utilizing the extra-large bore,
open architecture Siemens 3.0
Tesla MRI and interpreted by
musculoskeletal and interventional
pain expert, Dr. Rahul Desai. Exam
was well tolerated by this highly
claustrophobic patient. Primary
findings revealed severe central
canal stenosis at L3-4 secondary
to end-stage degenerative

facet arthrosis with subsequent
anterolisthesis of L3 on L4. This was
further compromised by advanced
ligament flavum hypertrophy and
hypertrophic facet degeneration. -
Following consultation with

Dr. Desai, patient received
fluoroscopically-guided epidural
and steroid injections into the right
and left L3-4 facet joint to treat the
inflammation that exacerbated
the previously undiagnosed spinal
morphology. Patient was referred for
neurosurgical consult.

OUTCOME: Within 72 hours,
patient was 0/10 on the pain scale.
Neurosurgical consult recommends
continued interventional pain
injections for flare-ups and the
resumption of moderate exercise
and physical therapy as tolerated.
Surgery is not recommended if
pain can be managed through
image-guided injections because of
the potential destabilization of the
lumbar spine in this patient.
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_ON THE LEADING EDGE
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IMR: Legacy switches to electronic records system-wide
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gy will have a less-steep learn-
» crve, Hersen said. But all
wctors and staff must undergo
wdal training of between eight
412 hours before they are giv-
paccess to the Epic system, he
| | dicated.
| “That would apply also to pri-
ate practice groups, who would
we the same training require-
wents,” he added. That will affect
jarge number of physicians, be-
ause only 10 percent of Legacy’s
nedical staff is employed by Leg-
1y, according to Hersen.
i, say, a member of a surgi-
4l group on a hospital’s medi-
) staff admitted a patient, the
ictor could use Epic’s inpatient
nodule to access the patient’s re-
wds. This would be the case no
utter whether that group used
wper records, Epic or some oth-
rtype of EMR system with the
youp’s office. Epic also encom-
usses not just electronic medi-
il records, but also scheduling
nd billing.
A special program, Legacy Ep-
\tfor Affiliated Physicians -- or
AP -- works with doctors who
reon the medical staff of Legacy
‘ospitals but not employed by
#gacy to help them “put this in

their office, to allow them better
connectivity to Epic inpatient re-
cords,” Hersen said.

Private practice physicians who
choose to join LEAP will find sev-
eral benefits, including the fact
that Legacy will subsidize 80 per-
cent of doctors’ costs to obtain
and hook up to the Epic system,
according to Linda Janiszewski,
Legacy’s LEAP program manager.
Doctors may be able to obtain
the remain-
der of the
cost through
“meaning-
ful use” fed-
eral stimulus

- LINDAJANISZEWsKl  funding, she

TN TR, said. In addi-
tion, Legacy

will provide technical support for
three years following installation.

Physicians in general have oth-
er incentives to convert to elec-
tronic records, not the least of
which is the one provided cour-
tesy of the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, which has ap-
plied a carrot-and-stick approach
to encouraging EMR use. CMS
will reimburse at a higher rate
for EMR use and has set 2015 as
the date by which medical offices
must have EMRs in place to avoid
penalties.
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Once doctors are on Epic, they
can more easily share records
with the hospital and other of-
fices, she said. Because most of
the other large health systems
in the metropolitan area also are
on or will be on Epic, physicians
with patients in hospitals run by
other health systems will be able
to access their patients’ records
seamlessly.

She said Epic has risen to the
top of health care software, earn-
ing the highest scores from KLAS,
a national consulting company
that evaluates health care EMRs
for health systems.

Janiszewski explained that Epic
Systems Corp. does not market or
sell to small medical groups, only
to those with over 100 physician
members. “So they allow health
systems to do that,” she said.
That, and changes to the federal
Stark rules, permit Legacy to ex-
tend the same benefits to private
practice doctors as it does to its
employed panel.

Legacy is in the process of con-
tracting with a national firm to
handle the LEAP program, be-
cause “Legacy has its hands full”
right now implementing EMRs
for its hospitals and employed
groups, Janiszewski said.

She said many specialists are
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looking at LEAP. “We've had really
strong interest,” and Legacy is in
contract talks with some groups.
On March 14, Legacy gave an Epic
demonstration to 16 obstetrics-
gynecology clinics.

Once medical groups contract
with LEAP, the process of getting
Epic up and running in their of-
fices is expected to take about six

to eight weeks, she said.

For more information about
Joining LEAP, contact Linda
Janiszewski at 503-415-LEAP, or
LJsnisze@LHS.org
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Americans want more discussion about end-of-life care

National survey shows more Americans believe in ‘quality’ end-of-life experience, not just extending the length of life

By Cliff Collins
For The Scribe

A national poll released in
March found that more than 70
percent of Americans believe en-
hancing the quality of life - not
just extending the length of it -
should be a priority at the end of
life.

The survey, co-sponsored by
The Regence Foundation and
National Journal, showed over-
whelming majorities also want a
more open public dialogue about
the issues and options surround-
ing end-of-life care, including pal-
liative care, and that Americans
believe such dis-
cussions should

-- Americans feel strongly that
enhancing quality of life is more
important than extending it, but
they are divided on how much
the health care system should
spend to extend the life of a seri-
ously ill patient. By a wide margin,
Americans believe it is more im-
portant to enhance the quality of
life for seriously ill patients, even
if it means a shorter life than to
extend the life of seriously ill pa-
tients through every medical in-
tervention possible (71 percent
versus 23 percent).

This result was consistent across
all party affiliations - Democrats
(71 percent/24 percent), Repub-
licans (68 per-

be fully covered
by both Medicare
and private insur-
ance.

Nearly two-
thirds of respon-
dents had per-
sonal or family
experience with
palliative care,
end-of-life care or
hospice care, but
only half of those

We do Americans a
huge disservice by talk-
ing about end-of-life is-
sues in a politicized way,”
said Kieren Porter, who
chairs the board of The
Regence Foundation.

KIEREN PORTER,
The Regence
Foundation

cent/27 percent)
and Indepen-
dents (72 per-
cent/20 percent).

More than half
of respondents
said the health
care system has
the responsibil-
ity, technology
and expertise to
offer treatments
and spend what-
ever it takes to

say they were pre-
pared for the ex-
perience. Respondents across all
political affiliations placed a pri-
ority on quality of life at the end
of life and want a deeper discus-
sion - both publicly and privately
- about these complex issues.

“We do Americans a huge dis-
service by talking about end-of-
life issues in a politicized way,”
said Kieren Porter, who chairs
the board of The Regence Foun-
dation. “If there’s one thing this
first survey has shown us, it’s that
for most Americans this isn'ta po-
litical issue at all - it's a personal
one - and they want to have
meaningful, thoughtful and well-
informed conversations about
it. Fostering those conversations
should be a top priority going
forward.”

The sponsors pointed out that
&e survey found paradoxical at-

udes, attributable to the com-
plicated issues involved.

“While Americans state a clear
preference for options that make
the end of life better, not just lon-
ger, a majority still believes the
health care system should spend
whatever it takes to extend life,
and they worry about the possi-
bility of diminished treatment,”
said Ronald Brownstein, edito-
rial director of National Journal
Group. “That tension, while not
unexpected for such an intricate
issue, shows how challenging it
will be to craft public policies that
balance all of the public’s mixed
emotions in this complex arena.”

Other key findings included:

extend lives. This
is compared to
37 percent who believe the sys-
tem spends far too much trying
to extend the lives of seriously ill
patients.

-- Americans believe palliative
care should be a top priority in
health care. They are unfamiliar
with the term “palliative care” (24
percent said they are “familiar”),
especially compared to end-of-
life care (65 percent) and hospice
care (86 percent). When informed
about palliative and end-of-life
care, Americans are nearly unani-
mous in believing these treat-
ments should be a top priority in
health care (96 percent).

-- A strong majority of Ameri-
cans believe there should be
more of an open debate about
public policies regarding pal-
liative care options. Respondents
agree that educating patients and
their families about these issues is
important; they think a public dia-
logue will provide more informa-
tion about care options, and they
think discussions should be fully
covered by both private health
insurance and Medicare.

Only 12 percent of Democrats,
26 percent of Republicans, and 22
percent of independents agreed
with the assertion that an open
debate about palliative care and
end-of-life care could interfere
with personal decisions between
families and doctors. And 81 per-
cent believe discussions about
palliative care and end-of life
treatment options should be cov-
ered by Medicare, including 86
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percent of Democrats, 77 percent
of Republicans, and 79 percent of
independents.

-- Despite a strong preference
for quality of life at the end of life,
many Americans worry about
potential conflicts between pal-
liative care and doing whatever
it takes to extend a patient’s life.
Roughly half of respondents said
they worry that emphasizing pal-
liative and end-of-life care op-
tions could interfere with doing
whatever it takes to help patients

extend their lives as long as pos-
sible.

This concern was expressed
by 45 percent of Democrats, 48
percent of Republicans and 51
percent of independents. Sig-
nificant differences were evident
between college-educated (35
percent) and respondents not
completing college (57 percent),
and between whites (44 per-
cent), Hispanics (39 percent) and
African-Americans (71 percent).
The poll was conducted by inter-
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A. Randolph Bulger, MD
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Jennifer Kuhn, M.S.N.,
ANP-C

Ronald Lew, MD

Jon Mason, MD
Monina Pascua, MD
Ken Reckard, PA.-C.
Mark Schiele, MD
Michael Sheffield, MD
Erik Van Kleek, MD

Gateway Women’s
Clinic

Asma Ahmad, MD, MPH,
FACOG

Clea Caldwell, MD,
JFACOG

Robert Dyson, MD, PhD,
FACOG

Kimberiynn Heller, DO,
JFACOG

Dina Levin, MD, FACOG
Jennine Varhola, MD

Hilisboro Advanced
Surgical Care
Catharina Hoeksema
Davis, MD

Hilisboro Cardiology
Daniel Isenbarger, MD,
FACC

M. Darren Mitchell, MD,
MPH

Steven Promisloff, MD,
FACC

Michael Toren, MD, FACC

Hiltsbhoro Clinic
Marc Lewls, MD

Hilisboro Eye Clinic
Mary DeFrank, MD

Paul Finley, MD

Timothy Gard, MD

Chad Goins, MD

Ralph Helzerman, Jr., MD
Darell Lumaco, MD
Garrett Scott, MD

Arthur Steele, MD

Hillsboro Foot and
Ankle Clinic

Gina Bullock, MD
Gary Chiotti, MD
Elliot Michael, MD

Hillsboro Pediatric
Clinic

Greg Brown, MD
Nanette Dahlquist, MD
Monique MD
Anandhi Mandi, MD
Dana Nason, MD
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William Shults, MD
Blayne Standage, MD
Timothy Stout, 0D
Eric Swiridoff, MD
Harry Tan, MD

Mark Terry, MD

Toni Terry, MD
Michael Tewfik, MD
Justin Tidwell, DPM
Kimberley Tinker, NP
George VanMeter, PA-C
Srividya Venigalla, MD
Monica Wehby, MD
Julie Yeggy, MD

Maple Stroet Clinic
Joy Gephart, PA-C
Conley Lynch, MD
Michelle Stewart, PA-C

Microneurosurgical
Consultants

David Antezana, MD
Pankaj Gore, MD

Todd Kuether, MD
Oisin 0'Neill, MD
Micheal Sandquist, MD

Northwest Cancer

Specialists

Jay Andersen, MD
Marcus Braun, MD
Matthew Brouns, MD
Edward Chang, MD
Jennifer Christiansen,
PA-C

Lisa Clark, FNP, AOCNP
Elise Crockford, PA-C
Bruce Dana, MD

Nico de Wette, MD
Kathleen Fielder, MD
Caroline Fung, PA-C
Wilfred Geschke, MD
Jim Gosewehr, MD
Carrie Gotkowitz, MD
Daniel Gruenberg, MD
Alice Hwang, MD

Dan Hyder, MD
Evonne Kandas, WHCNP
Kathryn Kolibaba, MD
Lucy Langer, MD
Kristin Loch, FNP
Regan Look, MD
Shelley Lovell, PA-C
Lisa McClusky, MD
Colleen McCormick, MD
Jeffrey Menashe, MD
Kevin Olson, MD
Rebecca Orwall, MD
Tawnya Pangborn, FNP,
AOCNP

Gregory Patton, MD
David Regan, MD

William Winter, ill, MD

William Hastings, MD
Mark Haubrich, MD
Virginia Hawley, MD
Stephanie Heindel, MD
Daniel Herr; MD

Bruce Hinshaw, MD
Stephen Hiroshige, MD
Stephen Holmes, MD
W. Lyall Howell Iil, MD

. Henry Hwang, MD

Douglas Irvine, MD
Collin Kaeder, MD
Mark Kallgren, MD
Michael Kane, MD
Kerry Keeler, MD
Matthew Kellogg, MD
Stephen Kelly, MD
John Ketcham, MD
Eric Kim, MD
Kenneth Kim, MD
William Kinane, MD
Louise Kirz, MD
Sandor Kiss, MD
Andrea Klein, MD

Michelle Lotto, MD
Robert Lovitz, MD

Martin Muller, MD
Gregory Nadol, MD
Susan Noble, MD
Rebecca Nonweiler, MD
Timothy Noreuil, MD
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Ronald Petersen, MD
Michael Phillips, MD

Aly Rahimtoola, MD
Joshua Ramseyer, MD
Ranae Ratkovec, MD
James Regan, MD
Steven Reinhart, MD
Jacob Richard, MD
Steven Riley, MD

Sarah “Betsy” Rodriguez,
MD

Andrew Rose-Innes, MD
Richard Rosenbaum, MD
Robert Rosenbaum, MD
Alicia Ross, MD

Justin Rufener, MD
Alan Savoy, MD
Thomas Schaumberg,
MD

David Schroeder, MD
Douglas Schumacher,
MD

Steven Seung, MD
Brian Shaffer, MD
Hong Shen, MD

Troy Simmons, DPM
Mechael Skokan, MD
Rodger Sleven, MD
Matthew Solhjem, MD
Lehel Somogyi, MD
Laurel Soot, MD
Wayne Strauss, MD, PhD
Lee Swanstrom, MD
Kim Swartz, MD
Andrew Tsen, MD
Cristian Vallejos, MD
Brooke Walter, MD
Anne Wang, MD

Alice Wang-Chesebro,
MD

Bruce Webber, MD
Jody Welborn, MD
Jeff Weprin, MD
Karen Wesenberg, MD
Mark Whiteford, MD
Diane Williams, MD
Thomas Winkler, MD
Roger Wobig, MD
Ronald Wolf, MD
Lisa Yanase, MD
Lisa Yao, MD

Donald Young, MD
John Zelko, MD

Oregon Eye

Specialists

Martin Balish, MD
Daniel Brown, MD
Eric Brown, 0D

Hugh Brumley, 0D
James Cech, MD

Kelly Chung, MD
Thomas Crawford, MD
Joseph Denman, MD
Timothy Denman, MD

Christen Richard, MD
Vasiliki Stoumbos, MD

Oregon Health &
Sciences
Farnoush Abar, MD

Rebecca Armour, MD
Aberash Assefa, FNP
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Anna Bar, MD David Cohen, MD
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Dianna Bardo, MD Larissa Coleman, MO
Alan Barker, MD Maggie Conser, FNP
Stanley Barnwell, MO David Cook, MD
Brooke Beckett, MD Ted Cook, MD
Jennifer Bedell, PA Nicholas Coppa, MO
Paula Bednarek, MD Christopher Coress, MO
Tomasz Beer, MD Dennis Crawford, MD
Kara Berent, PA Robert Cross, MD
Michelle Berlin, MD Deanna Cully, PA
Emily Berry, MD Edward Cupler, MD
K ooy N T g
Kevin , MD
Mary Blanchette, MO’ Kitien 020,00
Carolyn Blasdel, FNP Beth Darmall, PAD
Andrew Blauvelt, MD Asish Das, MD
Lynn Boshkov, MD Crispin Davies, MD
Richard Botney, MD Lowell Davis, MD
Dennis Bourdette, MD  Richard Davis, MD
Gene Bowman, ND Scott Deaton, PA
Kandice Bowman, PN Johnny Delashaw, MO
Laura Braaten, ANP Thomas DeLoughery, MO
Ansgar Brambrink, MD  Henry DeMots, MO
Virginia Branham, MD  John Dempster, M0
Rita Braziel, MD Mary Denman, MD
Benjamin Brennan, MD  Atulya Deodnar, W0
Diana Brewer, PA Clifford Deveney, M0
Craig Broberg, MD Karen Deveney, MD
Matthew Brodsky, MD DawnDlltm'.nw
George Brown, MD Nora Dobos,
Victoria Brownlow,PA  Joseph Dodgett, M0
John Buckmaster, MD  Katherine Dodson, PP
David Bullock, CRNA Acian Dogan, MD
Teresa Buracchio, MD Shannon Donovan, PA
Kim Burchiel, MD Paul Duell, MD
Jennifer Burmeister, PA  Yee-Cheen Duong. MO
Kenneth Burry, MD Alison Edelman, MO
Prinyarat Burusnukul, ﬂﬂg"‘:‘”
Lisa
Nicholas Butier, MD Berarin Bt 10
William Byrne, MD Glenn Eisen, -
Michelle Cameron, MD  Katherine Eléec
Hans Carison, MD David Elison, MO
Nels Carison, MD Darcie Empe.PA
Richard Carr, MD Charis Enestvedt
James Carson, PhD UW:
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FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY

Meridian Park adds robotic-assisted knee resurfacing

Precision surgical procedure preserves healthy tissue and normal feel not possible with total-knee replacement surgery

By Cliff Collins
For The Scribe

Portland-area doctors now can
offer patients a precise means of
knee resurfacing that preserves
healthy tissue and a normal feel
not possible with total-knee re-
placement.

The technological advance
that allows this is medicine’s first
robotic-arm system for ortho-
pedic surgery. Called the MAKO
Surgical Corp.'s RIO Robotic Arm
Interactive Orthopedic System, it
is a procedure known as MAKO-
plasty, available at Legacy Me-
ridian Park Medical Center.

Before now, surgeons haven't
had the technology to do partial
knee resurfacing in a precise way,
said James C. Ballard, MD, one of
four orthopedists on the Meridian
Park medical staff using the tech-
nology.

He explained that the knee con-
tains three compartments: the lat-
eral, medial and patellofemoral.
“Those three areas commonly are
affected differently,” he said. “It's
common for only the inside to
wear out.”

Partial knee replacement is not
new, but until MAKOplasty be-
came available, the procedure was
not exacting enough: Replace-
ment components were difficult
to place in optimal positions. That
is where the MAKO RIO excels, he
said. “It allows the implants to be
customized to the patient’s anat-
omy. You plan the surgery before
you get in the operating room.”

The system features a robotic
arm and a three-dimensional, vi-
sualization system. This system
gives the surgeon a pre-surgical
plan that details the technique
for bone preparation and custom-
ized implant positioning using a
CT scan of the patient’s knee. Dur-
ing the procedure, the system cre-
ates a 3-D, live-action, virtual view
of the patient’s bone surface and
correlates the image to the pre-
programmed surgical plan. The
robotic arm then limits the sur-
geon to just the diseased areas.

“It fine-tunes the placement of
the pieces,” Dr. Ballard said. “The
computer will show you how
pieces will marry each other. The
robotic arm carves out what you
planned. It lets you plan this en-
tire thing before you even touch
the person, which is completely
unheard of”

About 85 percent of Dr. Ballard’s
surgical work is in joint replace-
ments, and he emphasized that
MAKOplasty “is an excellent alter-

native, but total knee replacement
is ridiculously successful. (MAKO)
just offers a quicker recovery and a
more natural feel.” That's because

total knee replacement removes
the ligaments that drive the knee,
and as a result, the knee never re-
turns to completely normal feel or

function.

MAKOplasty patients may ex-
perience a shorter hospital stay,
quicker recovery and a smaller

incision as compared to total
knee replacement, in addition to
minimal blood loss, faster reha-
bilitation and a smaller scar. Many
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patients return to normal activity

- within weeks of the procedure,

compared to a total knee replace-
ment, which can take several
months of rehabilitation.

When MAKO RIO first came out,
Dr. Ballard said he was skeptical
about it, thinking it was “a market-
ing thing.” His attitude changed
dramatically when he went to
California to observe surgeons us-
ing it there.

He had been using computer-
assisted surgery for four or five
years before that, so “interacting
with a computer was normal for
me. MAKO combined robotics and
computer-assisted surgery. When |
saw it (being used), it was a combi-
nation of everything | like.”

The technology is too new to

FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY

The computer will show you how pieces will
marry each other. The robotic arm carves
out what you planned. It lets you plan this
entire thing before you even touch the
person, which is completely unheard of.

G R IR ’, JAMES C. BALLARD, MD

have produced long-term studies
to weigh results, but Dr. Ballard
noted that we have “lots of long-
term studies on partial replace-
ments,” which showed that “re-

sults have been good for skilled

practitioners who did them all the
time. The designs are very similar,
and the plastic is identical.”
Careful patient selection is cru-
cial to good outcomes, he stressed.
The preferred patient has only the

outside part of the knee worn out,
or just the kneecap worn out. In
addition the candidate’s quality of
life must be severely hampered.
“It's definitely not something that
should be done if (the patient is)
functioning well.”

Meridian Park began offer-
ing the procedure in December
and has performed more than 19
cases to date. The hospital’s knee
replacement surgery volume will

be approximately 400 cases at
the end of its fiscal year March 31,
according to spokeswoman Lisa
Wood.

Besides Dr. Ballard, orthopedic
surgeons who will perform the
procedure at Meridian Park in-
clude Scott R. Grewe, MD; Kevin
J. Murphy, MD; and Christopher
J. Nanson, MD, who practices in
Salem.

The RIO costs about $1 million.
Meridian Park is the first hospital
in Oregon to obtain the technol-
ogy, and will remain so until No-
vember. The hospital signed an
exclusive arrangement with the
manufacturer to be the only fa-
cility to provide the procedure in
Multnomah, Washington, Clacka-
mas, Marion and Polk counties
through the end of 2011, Wood
said. Such arrangements allow a
hospital that makes the invest-

ment in the technology time to
build its market for the procedure,
Wood said.

Legacy’s Salmon Creek Medi-
cal Center was the first hospital
in the Pacific Northwest to offer
MAKO RIO, beginning in Decem-
ber 2009. To date, 141 MAKOplasty
surgeries have been performed at
Salmon Creek. Todd A. Borus,
MD, who practices with Rebound
Orthopedics, has done the vast
majority of those, with 123 MAKO
surgeries, according to Wood.

For referrals: Meridian Park To-
tal Joint Center Referral Line, tel.
503-692-2411, or see www.legacy-
health.org/mako

the technology,
: \"‘lzv- %
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Kaiser continues expansion with new Hillsboro clinic

By Cliff Collins
For The Scribe

Kaiser Permanente plans to
open a new medical office in
Hillsboro this fall, its fifth in bur-
geoning Washington County.

On tap is what the health
plan describes as a neighbor-
hood medical office, which will
be patterned after Kaiser’s first
neighborhood clinic, the Murray-
hill Medical Office in Beaverton,
which opened in October 2009.

This means a scaled-down
version of Kaiser’s full-service
medical offices: It will be located
within a small, existing shopping
center in a residential area, and it
will cater to families and children,
said Jan Weaver-Shelby, who
will be office manager. Anticipat-

ed opening
is about Sep-
tember.

Staff will be
family prac-
tice clinicians,
including five
primary care
doctors, and
the office will include a pharmacy
and a blood-drawing laboratory
but no X-ray facility, she said.

Total costs to renovate and
open the new office are expected
to run $3.3 million, according to
Kaiser spokesman Dave North-
field.

The office, to be located at 5357
W, Baseline Rd. in Hillsboro, is sit-
uated close to Intel Corp.’s large
Hillsboro facilities. Kaiser is a pro-
vider for Intel, but so far has only

JAN WEAVER-SHELBY
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a small number of members em-
ployed by Intel, Northfield said.

Although the planned office
will be in Tuality Healthcare's ter-
ritory, Tuality declined comment
in response to the news of Kaiser’s
plans, said Tuality spokesman
Gerald Ewing. In the past, Tual-
ity Community Hospital officials
have said they did not consider
Kaiser a direct competitor, be-
cause Kaiser serves only its own
members rather than accepting
other commercially-insured pa-
tients.

However, Kaiser’s membership
continues to grow as the health
plan penetrates Washington
County, with about 75,000 mem-
bers living in the county, an in-
crease of 40 percent over the past
decade, according to Northfield.

R TRANSITIONS TRANSITIONS

sions to Scribe.Editor@commnewspapers.com.

The Oregon Clinic’s Neurology
East division welcomes Dr. Brooke
Walter. In addition to her general
neurology practice, she special-
izes in the treatment of movement
disorders, including Parkinson’s
disease, tremor, dystonia, ataxia,
myoclonus, tics, restless legs syn-
drome, chorea and Huntington's
disease. Dr. Walter received her
medical degree from the Univer-
sity of Virginia School of Medicine
in Charlottesville, Va. in 2004. She
completed an internal medicine

internship and
a neurology
residency at
the University
of Washington
in Seattle. She
later complet-
ed a fellowship
in movement
disorders at the University of Wash-
ington and the Veterans Adminis-
tration Puget Sound Healthcare
System. Originally from Richland,
Wash., Dr. Walter graduated from
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Join us for conversation,
friendship, food, music,
and the installation of your

Marianne Parshley, MD,
& The MSMP Board of Trustees :

Immediate Past President:

Glenn Rodriguez, MD;
Secretary-Treasurer: Sharon Meieran, MD;
At-Large: Bradley Bryan, MD;

At-Large: Michael Dorsen, MD;

At-Large: R. Bryan Bell, MD; DDS, FACS,
At-Large: Brenda Kehoe, MD;

At-Large: John Evans, III, MD;

At-Large: Joshua Reagan, MD

Announcements of hiring, appointments, movement, career and leadership changes of
physicians and administrators in the Portland Metro area. Send your Transition submis-

the University of Puget Sound in
Tacoma, Wash. in 1997 where she
majored in psychology. After col-
lege, she contributed to brain im-
aging research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. Dr. Walter is author
of numerous research articles and
has presented research findings at
medical conferences and assem-
blies. She is the recipient of many
honors and awards including the
Movement Disorders Society Travel
Award and the Ellesor Scholarship
for medical school.

WHEN: April 19, 2011 6:30pm
WHERE: Embassy Suites Hotel
319 SW Pine St. Portland OR 97204
No fee for member and one guest
RSVP by calling 503-944-1129
or e-mail amanda@msmp.org

Kaiser Westside Medical Cen-
ter, the first newly-built hospital
in the tri-county area in decades,
is being constructed in the Ta-
nasbourne area of Hillsboro and
is ahead of schedule and under
budget, he said. It is expected to
open in early 2013.

The $360 million hospital will
open with 126 beds, with room
to grow to up to 240 beds. The

hospital will offer emergency,
general medical, maternity and
surgical care,

In addition to the Murrayh
neighborhood clinic, Kaiser ryns
full-service medical offices in Bea-
verton, Tualatin and in Hillshorg
adjacent to the new hospital,
Kaiser also has four dental offices
located in Washington County.

CLINIC

“ .
Consider us an
-y Extension of your
“* " Practice

The moment you refer a patient to
The Oregon Clinic, we’re on your
team, collaborating with you to deliver
seamless, highly coordinated care. We
offer access to 120+ experts—many of
them nationally recognized—in more
than 30 specialties and sub-specialties.

oregonclinic.com | 503.935.8000

More resources for your

‘ . The Medical Society of Metropolita" R
_ Portland requests your presence at th
127th Annual Meeting

practice, better medicine

Medical Humanities
Presentation
Maternal Mortality

in Rural Ethiopia: @
community struggles to
save its mothers
Philippa Ribbink, MD, :
Everywoman's Health and Clinical
Assistant Professor at OHSU

with Photographer Joni Kabana, will
present a meaningful illustration

of how one remote African
community strives to combat the
triple threat of poverty, deprivation
and access to health care to impro¥é
maternal mortality.




reserve your classified ad for the next edition of The Scribe.

‘Need tohlrc a physician, sell some medical ipment ilable
office space to share or lease? Contact Scha.glna Nlm:m

PHONE: 503-546-9881 EMAIL: snewcombe@commnewspapers.com

Rare opportunity to
practice at Portland’s

Pristine North Oregon Coast

premier obstetric facility: Oceanside/
Good S
“9"”“::,,“;:""“’" Cape Lookout/

|| Senior partner retiring, enter Netarts Bay
private practice as a full
|| partner. 1:5 call. Nice OB/GYN 180° ocean view from this
mix: Obstetrics, charming 4 bedroom home!

Robotics, minimally invasive
surgery, inpatient and
'| outpatient gynecology.
| Excellent primary care
referral base.
Please contact
Rhonda Wallingford at
Mhonda@bridgeviewwomenshealth.com

Access trail to beach and Netarts Bay. $3,500 per month or $995 per week.
Turn-key furnished, 2 master suites with panoramic ocean views, charming
kitchen with custom tile granite, and cozy river rock fireplace. Desirable Capes
location with tennis court and gated community.

Contact: 503-579-2414 or scott@dmholdingsco.com for pictures, and availability

503-274-4800 or fax

L CV to 503-274-4917.

BLACK BUTTE
LUXURY HOME:
Now booking for 2011

Our second home is available for
rent to meticulous professionals.

4,000 sq. ft, sleeps 12, king suite, two
queen suites, bunk room suite sleeps
6. Lodge style living on two acres
near Glaze Meadow recreation com-
plex. Wraparound deck, and hot tub.
Immaculate 2001 construction
$400 per night plus cleaning fee.
Email for pictures, availability:
Rnickelsen@aol.com.
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v Customized Account
v Personalized Service

v 24-Hour Availability .
4 Prom«:spons% : .. ~ 4
v Live mce, Voice Mail, tager!, X, cm: »
WE PROVIDE SOLUTIONS
Physician’s Answering Service 503-228-4080

jansrc@comcnst.nct
www.myportlandmetrohomes.com

Communication is the key for a
successful real estate transaction

OFFICE: 503-452-6100
5800 SW Meadows Road, Lake Oswego 97035

“The MHA program is
preparing me to manage
the future. The education
and confidence for self
improvement that | have
learned will help me lead my
staff toward accomplishing
extraordinary things.”

—Kristen Simmons
Vice President of

Clinical Development
Willamette Dental Group

Call
Schadia
Newcombe

MASTERS OF HEALTHCARE

ADMINISTRATION
RANKED NATIONALLY by Modern Healthcare

heal.

\ T
to order (&
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Home Loans for
Medical

Professionals

A lender with experience in
structuring loans for Medica

Professionals isn't easy to come by

enior Mortgage Banker Theresa
Springer offers decades of
experience in and understands the

=)
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Theresa Springer

complexities involved with
structuring home loans for Medical
Professionals

Work with a professional who
understands your unique needs
Theresa Springer offers a full
spectrum of loan products,
including

¢ Jumbo Loans,

« Condo Loans,

« Home Loans to Practice Partners,
» Custom Construction Loans, and
* much more!

Call Theresa Springer
today at 360-210-7984
for your home loan
consultation!

Vancouver Office Lake Oswego Office




We hate lawsuits. We loathe
litigation. We help doctors head
off claims at the pass. We track
new treatments and analyze
medical advances. We are the
eyes in the back of your head.
We make CME easy, free, and

online. We do extra homework.

We protect good medicine.

We are your guardian angels.

~ We are The Doctors Company.

Donald J. Palmisano, MD, JD, FACS
Board of Governors, The Doctors Company
Past President, American Medical Association

The Doctors Company is devoted to helping doctors avoid potential lawsuits. For us, this starts with patient
safety. In fact, we have the largest Department of Patient Safety/Risk Management of any medical malpractice

insurer. And, local physician advisory boards across the country. Why do we go this far? Because sometimes

the best way to look out for the doctor is to start with the patient. To learn

more about our medical professional

liability program, call our Salem office at (800) 243-3503 or visit us at www.thedoctors.com/northwest.
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